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REMARKS 
Upon ſome QUERIEs Handed about by the 
Separate Traders to A FRI Ck: 


HERE is no Doubt, but according to the Proverb, 4 Fool may ask more 
Oueſtions in an Hour, than all the Wiſe Men in the World can anſwer in Seve 
Tear. But, when Men ask Queſtions meerly to puzzle and perplex 
thoſe that have not made themſelves Maſters of the Caſe, it may 
be uſeful to the World to expoſe the Folly of the Performance, in order 

to diſcover the Knavery of the Deſign. : | 

The Confuſion which the Paſſion of the Queriſts threw them into, at the forming theſe 

Queries, has oblig'd us to ſort them for em a little, and anſwer them in Heads; that 

' when they ask the ſame Queſtion three or four times over, one Anſwer may ferve for 

all; and the Reader may not be oblig'd to a wild Gooſe Chaſe after the Enquirer's 


Nonſenſe, wherefore we ſhall put their Queries in the Margin, and ſpeak to them 


in Courſe. 1 


And firſt they ask, 

becher tis not great Modeſly in the 
AfricanCompanys Creditors, to petition for the 
ſole Trade of Africa, and moſt of America, 
only? 

— the ſaid Creditors know thoſe 
Trades by Inſpiration, and defire therefore that 
the experienc d Traders be excluded? 

Whether *tis not thro a tender Regard 
to the Good of the Nation, leſt the African 
Trade ſhould be loſt, that induces the ſaid 
Creditors to petition the Houſe for an Ex- 


cluſive Trade? 


any Meaning in theſe Words, viz 


We Anſwer ; 

If it were good Arguing, to anſwer a Que- 
ſtion with a Queſtion, — might be anſwer'd 
effectually, by asking them, if they can make Senſe 
of theſe Queſtions ; where the Connexion of 
them 15 to be found; and if it was to be put into 
Latin, which would be the Principle Verb ? For 
Example, where the Coherence lies between 
having a Company Eftabliſh'd, and the Creditors - 
having the ſole Trade to Africa; between know- 
ing the Trade by Inſpiration, or any way, and ex- 


cluding the ſeparate Traders; and if they had 
woſt of America only; and Laſtly, what Relation 


theſe Queſtions have to any of the Companys Proceedings ? 

It is evident, the Company never petition'd for any ſole Trade, or to exclude the 
ſeparate Traders, or any Body elſe; they never ask'd to be TheCompany excluſive, but that 
A Company might be eltabliſh'd with neceſſary excluſive Privileges. They freely offer'd 
to lay open Books for new Subſcriptions, they were always content the whole Nation 
ſhould come in; they offer'd at a NewCompany, and only deſir'd to come inwiththem 
for their juſt Share in the Subſcription, according to what the real Value they ſhould 
bring in, would amount to; and ſeveral Propoſals of this Kind have from the Begin- 
ning been made by them; So that theſe Queſtions are not only Nonſenſe in the Ex- 


preſſion, but falſe and fallacious in the Sugeſtion. 


Then they ask, | 
Hhether a Trade can be ſaid to be loſt, 
wherein there are employ d odd Ships, un- 


der the Management of 3 or 400 5kilful Mer- 


chants, Planters and others, who are both 
Owners and Freighters themſelves ? 

Whether ſuch who are at 4 or 5oool, 
per Ann. Charge, to fit out 3 or 4 Ships a 
Tear, can afford to ſell Negroes cheaper than 
thoſe wbo are not at 500 l. per Ann. Charge 
fo fit out t wen i) times that Number of Ships ? 


To this we Anſwer; 

Theſe Queſtions are all of a Kind, and only 
put ſeveral Ways, to help raife the Duſt, make a 
Clamour, and amuſe the People with the Variety. 

The ſhort Anſwer here, is, ſuppoſing theſe Men 
who modeſtly fay of themſelves, that they are 
Men of the beſt Credit, can do all they pre- 
tend to, and are as many as they call themſelves, 
viz, That they ſend out above 70 Ships, employ 
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Whether + 35 not much betty for the Be- 
neſit of the Poollen Manufacture to export 4000 
Pieces of Perpetuana's a Tear under an exclu- 
five Company, or 35900 Pieces under an open 
Trade? : | | 

hetber tis not better for the Planta- 
tions, that they and the Spaniards be furniſh'd 
with 5150 Negroes a Tear in time of Peace, 
by an excluſive Company, than with 20000 

Negroes a Tear under an open Trade? 


The Queſtion is this; 
How many Ships would theſe 5 


kilful Merchants of the belt Credit 


[2 ] 


706000 Export 35000 Pieces of Perpetu- 


hemſelves 3 or 300 Merchants, 


Planters, &c. and Skilful ones too; all which is a 
meer Chimera, and impos'd upon the World 
without any Proof. But grant it all, that we may 
ve them full Scope; one Queſtion will confou 
them all, and they are deſird' to lay their Skilfud 


Heads together, and anſwer it if they can. 


have ſet out ; How 
etuana's have. exported ; How many Negroes 


ana's, and are t 


much Stock employ'd ; How many Perp | g — 
24. It ine been demoliſh'd, and their «/e/eſs Forts and Ca- 
ns — their Manner only, they had been left to 


Nles being chrown up, or maintain 


d 


to this, they with Aſſurance ſay 


| ? Andif in Anſwer 
the open Trade they pretend to? And it in have they not offered long ago 


then, 


before: Wh __ 
=s they have done, & wavy or bef fy in their private Capacities to perſorm 


to the Parliament, to come and give Security 1 


this, and to continue to do fo for Twenty Years: ; 
f their Cauſe long ago; and may ſtill perhaps, if they 


but it is not poſſible for them to do it, and they are, 


do, they had infallibly carry d 
could come into this Propoſal; 


as they ſay of themſelves, too Skilfu 
This is plain from the Merhod they 


? Which if they had thought ſafe to 


I Merchants to come into ſuch a N ooſe. 
take to banter the Notion with à Secutity in 


any kind, as may appear in five of their Queries put together, as ſollows: 


Then they ask, 
Whether any Trade was ever loſt by be- 
ing laid open, for want of Security given for 


carrying it on; as the Eaſtland, Hamburgh, 


French, Spaniſh, Portugal and Ruſſia 
Trades ? Or whether the Greenland Trade was 
not entirely loft by being made Excluſive ? 

17. Or why was there no Security deman- 
ded of the Turkey Merchants for their carry- 
ing on the Trade, when they were eſtabliſh'd 
under a regulated Company ? 

What Security can there be, that our 
ould be better carry'd on by 
the Gentlemen of Exchange-Alley, than by 
the moſt shilful Merchants in Britain? 

Nhat Security can there be, if an Ex- 
cluſive African Trade ſhould be granted to the 
ſaid Gentlemen of Exchange-Alley, that they 
would not ſell out their Stock, and leave others 
to perform the Bargain which they had made? 

Or what Security can there be, that 
they will not divide out their Stock among 
themſelves, as they have now by Bottomree 
Bonds, and thereby render the imaginary Se- 
curity a Dream? ; 


a Company at New Phmouth : That Virginia, being ſettled and 
pany, and then parcelled oat to private Perſons in open Trade, 


We Anſwer ; 

Theſeare evident Struggles to ſhift and ſhuffle 
off the main Point, viz. of giving Security to the 
Nation for preſerving the Trade, which till it is 
evident they cannot do, and which a Regular 
Encorporated Company can do, and no other, 

As to the laying open of other Trades, ſuch as 
they Inſtance, the Anſwer is fo plain, and has 
been ſo often given, that it is needleſs to repeat 
it, viz, That they are ſettled among Chriſtian 
Governments, not among Heathens and Savages, 
That Companys were needful only to begin and 
introduce thoſe Trades, and then the reſpective 
Government of thoſe Countries, found it their 
Intereſt to take them into their Protection. 

On the other Hand, were not theſe Sifu, 
Planters and Merchants ignorant of the Hiſtory 
and Original of thoſe very Colonies they pre. 
tend to underſtand fo well, they might know 
that the Colony of New England was twice de. 
ftroy'd in an open Trade, and at laſt, ſettled by 
planted by a Com- 
was overthrown by 


the Savages, the poor Planters Maſſacred, and their whole Trade Deſtroy'd : and 
p, 


the Forts and Caſtles of the Company being a Refuge for 
Company was fain to re-aſſume the Plantations, 


Trade. 


the few that eſcaped, th 
tor recovering and preſerving the 


They might alſo know, that in the Iſlands, their Security from 1 inni : 
a general Extirpation of the Natives, and that where on —* — — 


have not been deſtroy'd, they have frequent and bloody Wars with them, to the 


great Loſs and Deſtruction of the Inhabitants, as at New England, New Tork Firginis 
; 


Carolina, and the like; all which Colonies are ſupported 
Strength af their People; and which Strength grew to 


purely by the Multitude and 
be ſufficient under the firſt 


Power 


OO 


Na 
Power of (and till whi * 
Fac a exclau — 55 they had been loſt without the Aſſiſtance and Support of) 
Fallane., —_— a the Greenland Trade being loſt by being in a Co | "A 
, juit contrary ; for the Greenland Trade was firſt loſt bros * 
Ing aid 


open, and for want of a Com ; 
8 f pany, in the Y 
War fioiſh'd its Ruin: It wa —— har I 160 and to 1672, when the Darch 
7 


— — but left it no worſe than they found i 
3 ö = _ Separate Traders try if they can recover it ? 
gs have been thrown in their Faces, their Ignorance of which m 
4 


3 an | 


conſiderable New Trade, Plantati 
war > Demcany > A. ation, or Improvement in the World, has be 
Africa? pany © And how a Separate Trading would have begun the Tide to 

If indeed they will undertak | 
del eee hey wil underake to Tranlage Numbers of, Pope to A ; Pn 
Natives, and ſo put themſelves in l Poallore - — n e Mountains the Numerous Savage 
out Support from hence; tho' that Way of — there upon their own Strength, with- 
Trade. yet it might take off ſomethin { he N gs 27-2, Might Ruin the Negroe 
= — with Populous Nations —9—————j—r * — 
the Number; all Savage, Barb : er aw any End, or knew 
2 —— lc by = oy, Treacherous, and Animated to be fo by Europe- 
e ee ee is impoſſible to do as we have done in other C 
— 50 mn I = * 75 arguing from the Practice of France, Spain Porte- 
Jan, . „ , Ruſſia, Tarkey, o 2 f 
1 

Their 4 5 againit ſuch Creditors as have Purchaſed thei 8 : 
- 3 1s as Malicious as the other is Ignorant; but it is ————— of — 
= that = 3 ſhould prove, that becauſe a Man has fairly bought his Propert * 
ſome Loſs of the Seller, that therefore he is not able in an Encorporated C — — 
with other Merchants, to enter into Stipulations of Trade with the —— ek Th? 
K Arguing, as none but Men driven to their laſt Shifts would — 

Tis evident the Separate Traders can give noSecurit i i 
5 | | y but what is Nominal, Suppoſi- 
—_ Precarious, and liable to the Contingency of falling off, whenever the Profs of 

e Trade may decline : It is evident E * 

- n | , an Encorporated Company may be Limited to 
n uch Performances, and their Capi able 
pry vey ng 2 — — — rer — eien 
, real and ecurity. 

But what a Way of Arguing is this? The Separate Tender find they can giveno Se 
curity themſelves, and therefore they Recriminate on the Cpmpany with Scurril 
Language; call them Stock-Jobbers, and Exchange-Alley Men, and ask them — 
Security they can give? Whereas, with Submiſſion, this is not a Queſtion for them to ask 
leave that to the Government, Gentlemen; the Government muſt have Security that the | 
r OY Shoes cone er ER 

a 5 ive jumci 
Buſineſs is over, you may walk 0 : Then comes the Ch if — —— FI 
cient Security, they muſt do the ſame ; then the Queſtion muſt be put to others, and ſoon 
to all the Pretenders, till ſome may be found that are willing and able to do it; For the 
Trade 4 Secur d, and no Body muſt be truſted with it, that cannot give the Securi- 
ty demanded. 

N ow tho? the Security a Company can give, is capable of being made Effectual, and 
paſt Queſtion, and all the Queries of this kind may be anſwer'd that Way ; yet as the 
Queſtion 1s not before the Government yet, what Security the Company can offer, but 
what Security the Separate Traders can offer ; their throwing theQueſtion back to the 
Company, is play ing at Shuttle-cock with the Parliament; let them come to the Point, 


and tell the Houſe firſt, what Security they can give, the Company are ready to ſnew 
what Secuaity they have to offer; and then let the Parliament judge between both; 
this is ſtating the Matter fairly, and above board, the other is all Shifting and Shuffling. 

ä This 


[ 4 3 1 
This may ferve alſo for an Anſwer to all their other Invidious Queries, about ſelling 
out, or dividing out their Stock, Objections which may as well lie againſt the Bank of 
Erg land, the Eaſt-· India Company, nay, the very Parliament itſelf, as againſt the Ari- 


can Company. : 
Their Inſulting Queries are of three ſorts, 1. Of the Company's being Bankrupt, and 


the Hazard of Loſing any Stock that ſhall be join'd to them; 2. Of the Forts and 


Caftles being Uſeleſs, or, 3. Of putting them into the Hands of the Government; 
theſe wethink need no Anſwer, but in ſhort, thus. 

The firſt being only a heap of ill Language, and want of Decency, the Company de- 
fire to Treat it as all Scurrillity and Rudenſs deſerves, vis. with Silence and Contempt: 
The Second, their, (the SeparateTraders,) ownEvidence at the Houſe of Commons made 
them aſham'd of, two Years ago; and the laſt, the Government can Anſwer, better 


than and Body elſe. 
The CONCLUSION. 


Generals have never in any manner of Reaſoning, been allow'd to be a fair Way of 
Anſwering Particulars; but theſe Gentlemen having never been able to ſpeak direQly 
to the Queſtion, endeavour to ſhuffle it of, by turning it into Banter; it is true, they 
have ſo long made a Sport of the Trade, till they have almoſt loſt it tothe Nation; but 
there is very little Mirth in fuch an aukward Jeſt ; and 'tis hop'd, that whatever they 
do with the Company, they will not pretend to Banter the Nation out of the Reaſon and 
Juſtice of the Trade to Africa. 

For this Reaſon, tho? the Emptyneſs of their Queries might be an Anſwer to them- 
ſelves, and there needs little more than to Repriut them, leſt they ſhould not have 
made them Publick enongh; yet ſince ſome People according to Solomon, are to be 
anſwer d in their Folly ; leſt they think themſelves Wiſe; theſe brief Remarks are 
—_— __ the Separate Treders Queries, and the reſt is left to the Judgment of In- 

ifferent Men. 5 
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